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RESEARCH ON HOW DISASTER NEWS AFFECTS EDUCATION
-THE CASE OF NEWS OF THE INDIAN OCEAN TSUNAMI IN 2004-

Masanobu KANAI and Toshitaka KATADA

One of the roles of media in communicating disaster news is to educate non affected residents about
disaster. The purpose of this paper is to reveal how the media educate and affect people about disaster.
For this research the Indian Ocean Tsunami was used as a case study. The research revealed that most
residents who had viewed the news broadcast on the Indian Ocean Tsunami had a change in attitude about
tsunami disaster, however, only a few residents had a change in behavior. In light of the above we
therefore suggest that the mass media must provide residents with very detail information on the disaster
on the disaster in order to bring about a concrete change in behavior.
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